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BACKGROUND: 

n  The majority of medical literature 
references two types of perinatal group B 
strep (GBS) disease: 

    Early-onset which occurs in the first week 
of life 

    Late-onset which occurs after the first 
week of life with most infections evident 
during the first three months 

+
BACKGROUND: 

n  Both early and late-onset refer to distinct 
time periods in which GBS infections begin. 

n  Each time period has its own unique 
prevention strategy or lack thereof. 
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BACKGROUND: 

n It is also known that GBS can infect babies 
during pregnancy, a distinct time period, 
and cause babies to be miscarried or 
stillborn. 

n The early-onset prevention strategy of 
universal screening and indicated 
intrapartum antibiotic prophylaxis hasn’t 
had any measurable impact on stillbirths or 
miscarriages caused by GBS. 

+
BACKGROUND: 

n Many parents have reported that they were told by their 
providers that GBS miscarriages and stillbirths were 
“rare” or “extremely rare” even though until recently 
surveillance data has been very limited. 

n Statements such as “these things happen” conveyed the 
message to parents that the reason for their baby’s 
death was not worthy of research. 

n Parents of GBS-caused miscarried and stillborn babies 
felt that the cause of their baby’s demise would be 
better recognized and not considered an anomaly by 
having a classification.  

+
BACKGROUND: 

In an article first published by ObGyn.net in 
2007, Group B Strep International (GBSI) 
gave the name, “prenatal-onset” to GBS 
infections that occur during pregnancy. 

http://www.obgyn.net/pregnancy-and-birth/prenatal-onset-group-b-
strep-pogbs-disease 
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BACKGROUND: 

1)  To give recognition to a findable cause of 
infection 

2)  To bring attention to the need for 
prevention strategies to protect babies 
from GBS during pregnancy 

3)  To bring attention to available 
knowledge-based strategies that may 
help prevent GBS infection during 
pregnancy  

+
BACKGROUND: 

n We considered names such as 
“intrauterine-onset” but selected “prenatal-
onset” as it signifies a distinct time period 
similar to how early and late-onset 
designate distinct time periods. 

+

n GBSI includes the term “prenatal-onset” 
where relevant on their website, 
educational materials and social media 

BACKGROUND: 
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n GBSI included the term “prenatal-onset 
group B strep disease” in their presentation 
at the 2009 CDC guideline revision meeting 
for the prevention of perinatal group B 
streptococcal disease. 

BACKGROUND: 

+
“Prenatal-onset” was included 
 in the CDC 2010 guidelines: 
n “Universal screening and intrapartum 

antibiotic prophylaxis have had no measurable 
impact on late-onset GBS disease, prenatal-
onset disease (including stillbirths and 
miscarriages), or GBS disease among 
nonpregnant adults.” 

n “The burden of prenatal-onset GBS disease has 
not been assessed adequately, and no effective 
prevention tools have been identified before 
the intrapartum period.” 

+
OBJECTIVE: 

n To further define prenatal-onset group B strep 

If prenatal-onset group B strep “includes” 
stillbirths and miscarriages, what else should 
the term encompass? 
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METHODS: 

n We searched available medical literature 
(Medline, PubMed, and Google) 

n We analyzed stories sent in by GBS parents 
from around the world 

+
RESULTS: 

n Tudela et al (2012) hypothesize that the 
data in their study supported the concept 
that what has been considered early-onset 
GBS represents a spectrum of infection that 
often precedes birth.  

n Currently, GBS-infected babies who take a 
breath, regardless of when the infection 
might have begun, are considered to have 
early-onset GBS disease. 

+

n In some circumstances, parents of babies 
born live and already severely infected with 
GBS at birth consider their babies to have 
had prenatal-onset GBS disease based on 
the likelihood of when the infection began. 
Some of their providers concur with them.  

RESULTS: 
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n Since the early-onset indicated IAP prevention 
strategy targets prevention during labor and 
delivery, should cases in which the baby was 
likely infected prior to the mother’s water 
breaking or labor starting begin to be 
universally considered as prenatal-onset 
cases?  

n Benefits:  possibly explain some IAP failures 
and more accurately assess the burden of 
perinatal GBS disease 

QUESTION: 

+
n Some questions have also arisen as to how 

GBS-caused preterm births should be 
noted if GBS is considered to be the 
reasonable cause of preterm labor or 
preterm premature rupture of membranes. 

n  Possibly terminology such as “GBS-
associated,” “GBS-attributable” or “GBS-
mediated” preterm birth should be 
considered in assessing the burden of 
group B strep disease and included with 
surveillance data. 

+
CONCLUSION: 

n Further discussion is warranted to fully 
define POGBSD in order to: 

1) develop prevention strategies 

2) classify cases to more accurately assess 
the burden of POGBSD 
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info@gbs-intl.org 


